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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this very hearing today.

Let me put it bluntly: misinformation is killing Americans and damaging our democracy.
We must examine how conspiracies and lies convince people to dismiss public health measures
and refuse life-saving vaccines. This is not about left versus right. This is about life and death.

Similarly, the January 6™ insurrection was built on a foundation of lies about mail-in
ballots, voting machines, and election results.

The First Amendment prohibits Congress from enacting laws abridging the freedom of
speech, and I’m an ardent supporter of it. It does not, however, stop us from examining the
public health and democratic implications of misinformation.

So | thank you Mr. Chairman for holding this very this very important hearing today, and
| yield back. I also thank the witnesses who are with us today and am anxious to hear from them.



